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Finding the Chinese Australian Voice

How will Chinese Australians have a voice in
redesignating the “Lambing Flat Riots” in our
National History Curriculum?

For the Chinese in 1861, it was expulsion
through brutal persecution, by a lawless white
mob, heralded by guns on horseback.

‘Have we inadvertently short-changed
generations of school children on our human
tendency to mistreat those for whom we have
a dislike, for one reason or another?’, asked
Dr Anthony Pun, National President of the
Chinese Community Council of Australia.

‘Lambing Flat is one issue that will be raised,
discussed and debated at our national
conference in Sydney on the 9 &10 April
weekend.

‘The Chinese Australian voice is often absent
when it should have been audible. This is
the catalyst for our conference, Finding the

Chinese Australian Voice, the first of its kind.
During the White Australia era, many
well-meaning White Australians tried to
rehabilitate the deplorable image of John
Chinaman that was created to justify his
exclusion from the “New Britannia” before
Federation. In due course John Chinaman
became the “better Chinaman” with “white
hearts” in Australian fiction of that era -
hardworking, honest, reliable, and above all
loyal to his white employers. But he had no
voice of his own. His patrons grafted on to
him a voice that was comfortable to the ears of
White Australia.

Now, despite 30 years of multiculturalism, it
would appear that some cultural gatekeepers
of our society are still imbued with a version
of that attitude. They decide when Chinese
Australian voices are accepted into their
realm, and some continue to speak on behalf
of us, as though we are adolescents, yet to earn
their trust in terms of our maturity to judge

what is good for us and good for all those who
come after us.

Fortunately, some voices have broken
through. Dr John Yu, spoke up in the media
against the Federal Government’s policy to
incarcerate children in asylum detention
centres, just a few years after he was cited as
Australian of the Year in recognition of his
pioneering efforts in marrying colour and art
to paediatric medicine in the building of a
new children’s hospital. Hong Lim, an MP in
the Victorian Parliament, spoke up in public
against his own Party’s policy on boat people.

These are voices from the liberated Chinese
Australian, a voice that pays no heed to the
cultural gatekeepers of our society, one that is
passionate about the soul and character of the
homeland of all future generations. In time
such voices will usher in John Citizen, and say
goodbye to John Chinaman.



Finding the Chinese Australian Voice
National Conference 9-10 April 2011

A Note from the
Convenor

The abstracts are in, and they cover quite
arange. They confirm that the theme of
the conference is timely. As convenor I am
optimistic.

In response to our Call for Papers, we can
now say that Distinguished Professor Ien
Ang, Professor of Cultural Studies and

the founding Director of the Centre for
Cultural Research at University of Western
Sydney, will be coming to our conference.
She is one of the leaders in cultural studies
worldwide, and is the first person to be
awarded Distinquished Professor by

her university. Likewise Professor Don
Nakanishi, the recently retired head at
UCLA Asian American Studies Center, will
come all the way from California. He has
been an activist since his undergraduate
days. His achievements over 35 years are
amazing. Both declined to present a paper
(preferring to hear from the community)
but have offered to help where they can
with the conference.

We the organisers are over the moon.

In addition, Mr Kai Luey will fly across the
Tasman to share his experience among the
Chinese New Zealanders. The generosity of
these three people is uplifting. (We would
have been hard put, financially, to invite
them as Keynote speakers in the usual way.)

On another front, I have been asked since
the Call for Papers, why this conference.
The simple answer is that we want to break
the mould.

It is time for us, Chinese Australians, to
stand tall amongst the best of those who
preside over the cultural and political
destiny of our society - a status far beyond
the social slot of worthy immigrants with
skills, money and

cultural exoticness, admittedly now shorn
of the troublesome image once foisted upon
the Chinese in a past era. This, we will do

for the sake of future generations, in part to
honour our obligations to our descendants
in our choice of a homeland for their
posterity.

And why do we need to do this?

Simply that the remains of the White
Australia mentality is dormant in the power
holders and gate keepers of our society, and
the diverse cultural and political baggage

of first generation Chinese Australians
from Asia is often still raw. And into this
mix is the way multiculturalism has been
deployed by politicians to garner votes from
the Chinese

community. One consequence is that
Chinese Australians have become
commodified, as voters who can be
purchased with various forms of
inducements. And some “community
leaders” have become modern day

compradors.
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No doubt some would think this an
unnecessarily bleak view of where the
Chinese stand in Australian society
today. Fifty years ago when I first came
to Australia the activists trying to expose
the iniquities of cigarette smoking were
not making much headway. Most cigarette
smokers were happy. Smoking was
successfully promoted as a glamorous
social practice. No media images of
smokers periodically confined to hospital
beds saw day light.

Social change takes courage and
persistence. Please come, and be part of a
beginning that breaks the mould.

We are small in numbers, and big in
ambition. We can do with your support and
encouragement.

Chek Ling
28 February 2011
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Coalition
Government Needs
to Take Cultural
Diversity Forward

Wei Shen, Secretary and Spokesperson for
the Chinese Community Council of Australia
(Victoria Chapter) (CCCAV) urged the
Coalition Government to propose and put
forward a long term strategic plan rather
than putting more red tape within the

bureaucracy.

“What the new government should be
thinking about is to effectively respond
to ongoing issues and develop significant

policies and programs to support culturally
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and linguistically diverse (CALD)
communities. Evidence and research has
demonstrated that CALD communities,
especially those coming from refugee
backgrounds need continued support in the
areas such as health, education, aged care and
employment”, said Wei Shen, Secretary and
Spokesperson for the CCCAV.

“The Coalition Government should not
get caught up in trying to politicise the
issue and need to put a stop to the blame
game immediately. More work needs to

be done to ensure cultural diversity and
multiculturalism is moving forward in our

society.

“CCCAV is greatly concerned with the
proposed changes made to the Victorian
Multicultural Commission (VMC) and would

like to recommend the Victorian Coalition
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Government to place further emphasis on
issues rather than creating more advisory
committees.

CCCAV is recommending for the Victorian
Coalition Government to strengthen its
relationship and engagement with Victoria’s
multicultural organisations in order to
familiarise itself with the range of existing

issues affecting their well-being.

“As a peak body for the Victorian Chinese
community, we would very much like to see
organisations such as ours and the overall
multicultural and ethno-specific sector in
Victoria consulted and engaged regularly.
CCCAV would like to see the new Victorian
Government get on the front foot and provide
the sector with the opportunity to discuss
and present their issues as soon as possible
because in our view is the major priority at

the current stage”, concluded Mr Shen.



